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Visitors mix with vendors at Hamilton Pagan Pride Day in Gage Park in 2025. (James Spence) 

 

Hamilton pagans will soon celebrate the 25th anniversary of Hamilton Pagan Pride 

Day (HPPD). 

 

Attendees at the Sept. 13 event at Gage Park can enjoy more than 80 vendors 

and artisans, workshops, live entertainment, community rituals, food trucks and an 

auction with proceeds shared with Hamilton Food Share. 

 

HPPD is a safe space where those who identify as pagan can connect and 

practise their craft without shame. It is also a welcoming space for those who 

might be curious and want to learn more. 

 

Amanda Hyde, 47, organized the first HPPD in 2001. She moved to Ontario from 

the East Coast in 1999 wanting to escape from the strict Christian household she 

https://hamiltonfoodshare.org/


was raised in. While getting acquainted with her new home province, she 

discovered a pagan shop. There, she found a new way of viewing the world by 

“seeing the divine in the earth all around you.” 

 

 
Hamilton Pagan Pride Day in 2004. At this year’s event, attendees can enjoy over 80 vendors and 

artisans, workshops, live entertainment, community rituals, food trucks and an auction. (Drew 

Maddison) 

 

Hyde didn’t know any fellow pagans, so rather than looking for community, she 

decided that she would just start organizing one. The first pagan event she led 

was a picnic at Central Park in Burlington in 2001. 

 

She recalled having to go to Burlington City Hall to get a permit. Pagans face a 

lot of stigma, so sadly many are “in the closet.” She told the clerk’s office that she 

was organizing a May Day celebration and was pleasantly surprised when the 

city staffer enthusiastically inquired, “like a Wiccan event?” 

 



Drew Maddison, 64, heard about Hamilton’s first Pagan Pride Day when he was 

living in Chatham. He moved to Hamilton in 2009. By 2013 he became HPPD’s co-

ordinator. HPPD is one of the largest pagan events in Canada. 

 

 
A shot from Hamilton Pagan Pride Day in 2012.  (Lorie Baker) 

 

Maddison remembers the dangerous misinformation he and other pagans 

experienced in the ‘80s. Pagan parents had to practise their faith in secret to keep 

school staff and neighbours from reporting them to authorities. 

 

Groups such as Circle Sanctuary, founded by Selena Fox in 1974, fought for pagan 

civil rights. Maddison shared that pagans who were buried in United States military 

cemeteries only gained the right to have a pagan symbol on their headstones in 

2007. 

 

 

https://circlesanctuary.org/


 
Hamilton Pagan Pride Day founder Amanda Hyde circa 2004, a few years after the inaugural 

event in Burlington. (Drew Maddison) 



According to the 2021 census, 45,325 Canadians, or 0.12 per cent, identify as 

pagan. This might not sound impressive, but this number rose by 281 per cent 

between 1991 and 2001. 

 

Maddison sat on the City of Hamilton’s Interfaith Committee as a representative 

for the pagan community. He would attend the mayor’s annual interfaith 

breakfast, networking and building bridges with other faith leaders and 

organizations in the city. Maddison will be among many past HPPD organizers who 

will be recognized and honoured at this year’s anniversary event. 

 

The 2026 HPPD organizing committee encourages new attendees to take part in 

workshops at the public event as they are a great opportunity to meet people 

and ask questions. 

 

The main community ritual will happen at 2 p.m. Everyone who takes part will 

receive a free 25th anniversary HPPD token to keep as a memento of the event. 

 

Hamilton Pagan Pride Day 

Where: Gage Park, 1000 Main St. E., Hamilton 

When: Sunday, Sept. 13 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Admission: HPPD is an annual event that is free, family-friendly, and open to the 

public. 

 

HPPD is very proud of the money it raises every year for Hamilton Food Share from 

the auction. Giving back to the community is an integral part of their spiritual 

practice as pagans. 

 
Lyla Miklos has happily enjoyed attending HPPD for several years. She self-identifies as an ex-

Jehovah’s Witness, baptized Catholic, Star Trek Humanist, Queer Feminist Pagan and former 

Unitarian Universalist Lay Chaplain. lylamiklos.com 

 

From: https://www.thespec.com/life/25-years-of-pagan-pride-in-

hamilton/article_f2607deb-914e-558c-9f20-5919bb855c51.html 
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